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G-ood  afternooni  V/e  have  read  of  out sta:iding  narheting  projects  iS  which 
counties  or  entire  areas  distant  fro  in  the  Pastern  niarhets  "have  heen  the  means  of 
esta'blislii:ng  a  new  industry  for  that  section.  Such  a  project  of  the  county  agent 
in  your  own  area,  has  undoubtedly  earned  for  hin  your  esteem  and  undying  apprecia¬ 
tion  but  for  our  farmers  in  the  past  adjficent  to  these  rnar?:ets  it  lias  caused  a 
real  serious  uroblera,  .for  it  is  very  easy  to  sec-  thoA  any  marketing  plan  that 

carries  no  provisions  for  an  increased  use  or  consumption  of  the  product  to  be 

marketed  invariably,  -while  it  may  bring  relief  to  one  section,  automat icodly 
injures  a.nother.  That  is  exactly  the  situation  tli;at  we  here  Passaic  County, 
Hew  Jersey,’  have  been  called  upon  to  face-  It  has  not  "been  the  popular  job  of 
expanding  our  acreage  or  of  enlarging  our  marketing  area  but  a  fight  co  HOLD  the 
market  tho-t  our  growers  have  enjoyed  for  generations. 

It  is  well  to  consider  th'^t  for  ^m;ars  and  years  the  consumers  in  this 
metropolitan  area  depended  almost  entii  my  on  our  gardeners  with  their  intensive 
small  farms  at  the  edge  of  t'he  cities,  and  ofttimes  right  in  tlie  city,  for 
practically^  all  of  their  supplies  of  fresh  or  ,  ,reen  vegetables,  and  tho  entire 
market  gardening  industry  was  developed  in  order  to  fill  tha"^-  demand  for  as  many 
months  of  the  year  as  possible.  On  acconjit  of  i'  our  men  had  to  build  greenhouse 

cold  frames  and  hotbeds  to  take  care  of  the  early  and  t’he  la,te  crops  norirally  but 

of  season,  and  also  uso  trcniches  O'.nd  pits  to  store  crons  so  that  tho  season  for 
those  crops  might  be  extended  t'dronghout  the  year. 

This  system  made  high  revenu.es  per  acre  under  skillful  management  fa.irly 
easy  to  attain  and  thus  a  prosperous,  progressive  gro\ip  of  vegetable  growers 
developed  in  and  about  our  metropolitan  cities. 

Then  came  betoor  trans'oortatioix  faci  .ities,  bett-sr  unckages,  favorable 
freight  rakes  aiad  better  orgouized  ma,rketing  systems,  "cutting  in"  by  xxsing  a 
local  term)  on  our  na,rkets  from  fbe  South  and  tho  Pest.  As  these  s’nipped-in 
goods  appeared  i;x  our  ma.rkcts,  gradually  but  surely  our  growers'  soa-son  has  been 
cut  dor/n  aand  ahso  the  demand  for  some  of  their  crops  ha-s  been  entirely  eliminaked 

This  process  has  be  ui  going  on  throughout  the  entire  eighteen  years  that 
I  have  been  a  county  agent  here  and  we  tried  to  meet  tho  situation  through  change 
in  production  methods,  increasing  yields,  bettor  pac.’eages  and  all  of  those  other 
devices  that  should  enable  us  to  meet  comuctition,  but  during  tnis  time  there  gre 
up  in  our  fa.rmers'  markets  a  spec^alator  cla>,ss  \-/ho  often  posed  as  farmers  but  who 
purchased  shipped-in  goods  thoxt  'vere  sca/rce  ovnd  thns  took  the  croon,  out  of  our 
local  markets.  This  class  grey/  tc  suc'n  a:i  extent  tnak  they  becaiee  the  favored 
class  in  our  local  privately  oy.-ned  mo.rkets  apparently,  and  y/hile  these  non 
appeo.red  to  prosper  our  growers  found  their  incomes  decreasing. 
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x'lese  throes  of  srjeculators  ri-io  are  real.l.j/  coiicdsaion  merchants  witho'ct 
stores,  dernanded  choice  stands  in  ciir  fanners'  markets^  and  often  lianclled  only 
the  goods  that  they  conld  rnalte  the  most  profit  on,  leaving  the  local  procnice 
dealer  and  grower  with  the  problem  of  supplying  to  the  rehail  dealers  and  con¬ 
sumers  the  other  needed  lines,  which  were  all,  too  often  the  unprofitable  lines. 

This,  as  3''ou''  can  irnaglnev  ■  brought  a  ;seri.e5  o'.f'-prot est s,  petitions  and 
ordinances-  from,  our  grewors  and  comiiiission  men,  but  all  th;,it  failed  to  register 
on  the  raarket  owner::,  and  so'  our  department , wab  called  upon,  to  assist  in,  solving 
this  mrirheting  -)robler:,  and  v;hen  negotiations  faile-i  to  got  anywhere  at  the 

original  market  site  a  cor.initteo  decided  to  r.'.ove.  -So  there  \,re  built  in  the  City 

of  Paterson,  out  of  the  heavy  traffic  area  but  adjacent  to  mail  line  railroad 

facilities  and  v.dth  direct  siiTjei'-h'ighway  ccuniections  to  iiow  lo:.!:;  and  ITewark  and 

right  in  the  heart  of  .the  ca^tlying  metro;  .olitan  district,  a  prod.ucc  maif  iot, 
owned,  controlled  and  o;oe'rat8d'by  f-armers.  i 

In  this  marloet  only  farmers  may  sell  oh  our  m-arket  square  but  in  order:, 
to  keep  the  industr3-^  together  our  growers  pjrovidedkhat  .modern  conmission  houses 
be  built  'dth  railroaxl  sidir.ag  so  that  the  entire  demands  of  the  consuiuers  in 
this  area  could  be  ;;iot  most  efficiently.  ■ 

So  that  the  f ameers  of  the  paterson  area' have  built ,  nitli:  tine  .help  of  the 
Banlo  for  Cooperatives  of  the  Farm  Credit  Adml:iist ration  and  v/hatever  advice  'we 
coul'd  give  thc:'-i,  a  centralized 'marketing  place  who-re  they  will  alv/ays  >iave  an 
opportunity  of  marketing  t'j,--vir'pgoods  direct  ,  to  retailers  in  fresher  condit  ion 
and  in  competition  ’dth  sir.' lar- goods  and  with  shipped- in  goods  classified  as 
such.  People  desiring  shioped-in  goods  in  our  seasons  my  secure  them  from  our 
adjcocent  commission  houses.  This,  coirpled’  vath  a  city  ordinance  prohibiting; 
wholesale  peddling;  in  the  s'.’.reets,  gives  the  local  grower  an  opportun.ity  of  hold¬ 
ing  his hoarket  and  providing  a  ce:atralized  mariroting  area,'  free  from  traffic 
congestion,  absolutely  rndern  and  sanitazg*- and  in' X7hich  both  bui/er  and.  seller 
can  operate  more  efficiently.  Market  fees'aiid  rents  are  low,  profits  are  limited 
by  lav.g  the  entire  industry  is  together,  and  through  a  more  effic-'ent '  cooperative 
tie-up  the  consumers  in  this 'area  will  not  be  called  upon  to  ;pay  a  lot  of  surplus 
handling  charges  in  every  -oackiigo  of  loo'd  they  buy.  Truly  a  shorter  route  and  a 
more  efficient  one  froi.i  fare  tb  consumer. 


